7™ January 2009
Miles Whitney Straight G-AERV

The Miles M.11A Whitney Straight is a two seat pre-war cabin monoplane. The prototype flew for
the first time on 14™ May 1936. In the next two years 50 aircraft were built. Around 23 aircraft
were pressed into service during World War 2 for the RAF. It is believed that there are 4
airframes left in the world, one in Canada, one in New Zealand and two (including G-AERV) in the
UK.

G-AERV was originally registered to Mr H W Moore on 30" December 1936. The aircraft was
pressed into the RAF in 1941 and was based mainly at RAF Abingdon. After the war the aircraft
was returned to Mr Moore who subsequently sold the aircraft to an owner in Northern Ireland.
The aircraft last flew in the mid 1960'’s.

The remains of the aircraft were purchased in 2002 and the re-build started immediately. Ron
Souch and his team at Aero Antiques — Phill Kimber and Bill Probert — have replaced a
considerable amount of the woodwork and most of the metal fittings.

The original instruments have been overhauled and
replaced in the panel. From the start we wanted to
restore the aircraft as closely as possible to its
original condition. The only concessions to the 21%
Century have been to replace the original braking
system with modern disc brakes, the original
vacuum operated flaps are now electrically
operated and a radio and transponder have been
installed.

Vintage Engine Technology Ltd re-built the
130 HP Gipsy Major engine.



/continued

Airtime Aviation Paint at Bournemouth
Airport applied the very high quality paint
scheme.

The aircraft has now flown around 7
hours with no major problems. The
aircraft is straightforward to take off and
fly although the approach and landing
need care as the ailerons are ineffective
at low airspeed. A cruise speed of
around 118 MPH is easily obtained which
is 20 MPH faster than a de Havilland
Puss Moth.

The aircraft will be based at Turweston
from where we expect it to sally forth on
numerous cross countries this summer.



